


On the Cover 

 

The credit for the seasonally 

appropriate cover goes to 

our very own Delaine Swear-

man, who snapped a perfect 

pumpkin picture that our 

staff absolutely adores. 

Don’t let the deceptively 

traditional nature of the cov-

er photo fool you; this issue 

is highly diverse and experi-

mental. Our writers have 

been hard at work, dipping 

their toes in new and chal-

lenging genres that continue 

to intrigue and entertain our 

readers.  Sit back and enjoy 

the Fall 2020 issue of 

Pittverse!~ 

 

What a unprecedented year! If it could go wrong this year...it 

definitely did. I’m very proud of all of you for your flexibility 

and patience while we reinvented our magazine and our 

meetings. (And thank you for waiting so patiently for this is-

sue!!) 

Clocking in at a stunning 99 pages, this is our largest, most 

expansive issue ever. The most exciting aspect of this year, for 

me, has been the experimental work that we continue to see. 

The magazine is truly coming alive with more poems, sports 

articles, experimental flash fiction, and coming soon...videos!  

It is also our last issue of the year and I am looking forward to 

reading more of your cutting-edge work. 

You’ve set a high bar—now keep it going in the winter!  

 

Jennifer Pizzuto 

About Pittverse Magazine 

Letter from the Editor 

Pittverse Magazine is a quarterly 

publication that proudly represents 

the introspection and creativity of 

adults on the autism spectrum. Its 

goal is to educate and entertain the 

public while providing its writers, 

who are all adults on the autism 

spectrum, with skills applicable to 

future employment. 

Pittverse is produced by Youth Ad-

vocate Programs (YAP), a national 

non-profit agency that comprises a 

multitude of services for families 

with not only individuals on the 

autism spectrum but also other at-

risk youth and adults. Brian 

Kluchurosky, the director of YAP’s 

PA Allegheny County Adults with 

Autism Program, founded Pittverse 

in 2013. It began as a newsletter 

written by four of the adults in 

Kluchurosky’s program. 

 This year, with generous funding 

from Edith Trees Foundation, 

Pittverse has grown from a news-

letter into a magazine that commis-

sions  more than 40 adults with 

autism. 

In each seasonal issue, readers can 

peruse a variety of topics through 

the unique perspective of its writ-

ers. Topics range from sports to 

restaurant reviews to local history. 
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Sara Brooks  - Disney Trivia 
 
 
Are you a Disney Movie Fan? 
 
Test your knowledge with these fun questions! 
 

 
 When Aladdin and Abu were in the Market, what did they steal? 

An orange  
Bread 
A Bracelet 
A lamp 

 
In the Little Mermaid, how many “thingamabobs” did Ariel have? 

20 
10 
30 
87 

 

In 101 Dalmatians, why does Cruella Deville kidnap the puppies? 
She just loves puppies 
She wants to make their fur into a coat 
She wants to sell them  in a pet store 
She wants to train them to be in the circus 

 

 
4.  In Beauty and the Beast, Belle appeared bored and longed for something more ex-

citing from life.  What did she have a passion for? 
a) reading 
b) Baking 
c) horse back riding 
d) knitting 

 
5.From the movie Frozen,  which character in the film comes up with the phrase 

“I like warm hugs” 
a) Hans 
b) Anna 
c) Olaf 
d) Sven  
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6.From Sleeping Beauty, on what day does the film begin? 
a) On her baby dedication 
b) on Christmas 
c) On her father’s inauguration 
d) on her 16th birthday 
 
7. Complete the Lyric from Mulan “You’re the saddest bunch I ever met, but 

you can bet, before We’re through, Mister…” 
a) I You’ll shoot straight and true 

b) You’ll know what you have to do 
c) I’ll make a woman of you 
d) I’ll make a man out of you 

 

 
8. From Lady and the Tramp, what kind of Dog is Lady? 
 a) a cocker spaniel  
 b) a pug 
 c) a bloodhound 
 d) a yorkie 
 
9)  From Cinderella, The Godmother told Cinderella to have fun at the 

ball, but she must return at which time, because this was the time the 
magic spells would come to an end. 

 
 

10:00 pm 
11:00 pm 
12:00 am 
1:00 am  

 
10) From Frozen 2, Who or what was the Fifth Spirit? 
a) Anna 
b) Olaf 
c)  Sven 
d) Elsa  
 
 
Answers:  1 B, 2 A, 3 B, 4 A, 5 C, 6 D, 7D, 8A, 9 C, 10 D 
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Loss, 
 
 

O the loss. 
 

The loss of a loved one. 
 

Once loss comes, 
 

there’s no turning back. 
 

Gone. 
 

Breaking loss comes. 
 

Happy thoughts go. 
 

May happiness lead you, 
 

when I couldn’t. 
 

Where you go I cannot. 
 

But know this, 
 

I think of you, 
 

I still love you, 
 

and I send my prayers to you. 
 

One prayer, 
 

wishing you were here, 
 

till every other wish gets drowned out. 
 

Every sorrow, 
 

every pain, 
 

suffering, 
 

suffocating, 
 

Submerged under the deluge of pain. 
 

Writhing. 
 

Those achy painful moments of, 
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Rachel’s First Day of Preschool 
 
 
 
By: Mark Sulkin 

 
Rachel woke up one morning in her bed.  And she was very excited.  Today was her first day of pre-

school.  As soon as she got out of bed, she stretched her body.  Then, she went to the kitchen to eat break-
fast.  Her mother made her favorite breakfast, waffles.  After breakfast, Rachel brushed her teeth, washed her 
hands and face, combed her hair, and got dressed.  

When she was finished getting ready, Rachel grabbed her backpack and lunchbox and went outside 
to wait for the school bus.  When the bus arrived, Rachel climbed aboard, waved goodbye to her mother, and 
was off to preschool.  On the bus, Rachel sat next to her friend Geoff.  Geoff was reading a book written in 

Braille (⠠⠃⠗⠇).  
Finally, the school bus picked up all the children and soon it arrived at preschool. The children got 

off the bus and went to their classroom to meet their teacher.  “Good morning, class,” said the teach-
er.  “Welcome to your first day of preschool.  My name is Ms. Wilson and I’m your teacher.”   

“Hello, Ms. Wilson,” said the children.  
“Let’s start by going around and introducing ourselves and saying our favorite color,” said Ms. Wil-

son.   
Rachel went first and said, “My name is Rachel and my favorite color is pink.”   
Geoff went second and said, “My name is Geoff and my favorite color is blue, even though I can’t 

see it.  My mom says it’s the color of the sky and that’s why it’s my favorite.”  As Ms. Wilson went around, 
she heard, “My name is CJ and my favorite color is green.” “My name is Erin and my favorite color is 
red.”  Finally, everyone had a turn to say their name and favorite color.  

Next, Ms. Wilson announced circle time, which meant it was time for Show-and-Tell.  Rachel 
brought her pet hamster, Quincy.  She said, “I feed Quincy two cups of food every day.”  Bjorn brought in a 
watch his grandfather gave him for his birthday.  Jackie bought her pet rabbit, Marc.  She said, “Marc likes to 
be petted and eats three cups a rabbit food every day.”  Erin brought in a necklace her grandmother gave her. 
Everyone thought it was beautiful. Show-and-Tell went on until all the children had a turn.  

Next came Storytime.  Ms. Wilson read them a story about a boy named Pieter who wouldn’t do his 
chores.  All the kids watched and listen as Ms. Wilson read them the story. When the story was over, Rachel 
said, “That was a nice story, Ms. Wilson.  I’m glad Pieter learned his lesson about doing his chores.”  “I’m so 
happy you like it, Rachel.” said Ms. Wilson.  All the other children liked it too.  

At noon in the cafeteria, all the kids sat down at their tables to eat their lunch.  Each kid a different 
kind of lunch to eat.  Rachel had her favorite: a honey sandwich, cheese & crackers, and pineapple juice. José 
had a cheese sandwich, pretzels, and apple juice. Renee had a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, celery sticks 
and lemonade. Al had a ham sandwich, carrot sticks, and grape juice.  

When the children finished their lunch, it was time for recess, so they went outside to the play-
ground. Rachel played on the swings with CJ and Al. They swung so high they felt like they were fly-
ing. Then, Rachel saw a tall slide. She climbed up to the top but was afraid to come down.  “Don’t be afraid, 
Rachel.” called Erin. “This slide isn’t scary, it’s fun.”  Rachel had to be brave.  She slid down the slide 
“Weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee!” she yelled. “You did it, Rachel.” said all her friends. “You were so 
brave.”  “Thanks, everyone.” said Rachel. The kids had a lot of fun on the playground.  

When recess was over, it was time for the children to take a nap.  They lay down on their mats and 
fell fast asleep. While the children slept, each of them had a dream. Rachel dreamed she was a famous movie 
star. Erin dreamed she was a ballerina, dancing up on a stage. Lee dreamed he was an astronaut flying 
through outer space in a rocket ship. Yolanda dreamed she was a princess who lived in a big beautiful cas-
tle. Ken dreamed he was a clown performing in a circus. The children dreamed happy dreams while sleep-
ing.  

Soon nap time was over and then it was Choice Time. During Choice Time, the kids chose whatever 
they wanted to do. Geoff, Lee and CJ read books while Erin, Tyler and Arnold played with toys.  José, 
Renee, and Al played dress up. Cody, Howard and Sam built a castle with blocks. Rachel painted a beautiful, 
colorful picture of her house. Ms. Wilson saw Rachel’s painting and said, “You’re a great painter, Ra-
chel.”  Soon, it was time to go home. The children all got up and went to their bus for the ride home. Rachel 
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By: Joshua Walburn 
 
 
“I am Novel Coronavirus. I’m a joke to you. If I can help it, I will not infect you until it’s too late. I 
don’t know where you live and guess what, I’ll find where you live. I’m plotting to take away 
your normal life. I know no geographic barrier, no morality, no religion and no currency. I work 
very efficiently with every company, laying off their employees. I require you to claim Unem-
ployment. I transmit very rapidly. I work faster than HIV, heart disease, and the flu. If you have 
an underlying health condition, I’ll put you at higher risk of getting complications from me. If you 
own a club, I will end it immediately. If you’re happy to have your job, I am making sure that 
your employment fails. Your business’ money will fall into my hands and I will bankrupt you for 
my own self-gain. I’ve wreaked havoc against all your festivities. I will make it impossible for 
you to attend a temple, a football game, and a museum without a struggle, without concern, 
and without pain. You have no cure for me. Your scientists don’t have enough of the resources 
and I relish in their desperation. You’re lucky to pretend I’m not here to infect you. Of course, 
until it’s one of your family members. I am coronavirus. I have no interest in what’s wrong or 
right. I derive great pleasure in your frustration. I’m fighting to take away your hope. I’m plotting 
to rob you of your planning, aspirations, and dreams. I’ll make sure that every time you read an 
article, you will cry wondering ‘When is this pandemic going to be over?’ And the truth is, I’m 
winning and you are scared. You should be. I am Novel Coronavirus. You ignored me and that 
was a mistake.” 
 
“To Novel Coronavirus, I say I’m a mayor, scientist, business owner, doctor, nurse, and a more 
resilient community of frontline workers. We’ll spend every waking hour trying to weaken you. 
We will not go back to in-person mass gatherings until you leave or get eradicated. Clinical tri-
als and research can be stronger than you will ever anticipate; we will get away from you with 
our guidelines for the strength of our public health. Even if I wore a face covering and maintain 
a physical distance. I will keep washing my hands more and more frequently in twenty seconds 
each to secure everyone’s health safety to continue to take precautions seriously. Coronavirus, 
you forget our identity. You forget the mind. You have forgotten the spirit of unity and economic 
backgrounds. We are the United States, United Kingdom, Russia, China, Brazil, Argentina, 
Mexico, European Union, Israel, Greece, India and Canada. We are the World Health Organi-
zation. We are the United Nations. We come together in spiritual unity as physically distant we 
are. We call on all faiths to heal the suffering. We search for clues on a potential vaccine 
through genomic sequencing, biochemistry, and high-speed clinical trials that you will never 
anticipate that works in its fastest pace. We speak the language that matters. We’re increasing-
ly more resilient to get through this together. Our capacity to follow guidelines is greater than 
the capacity to reject them. You are alone and we are a community of strong people. Just be-
cause you think we can’t overcome this pandemic yet doesn’t mean we don’t have treatments 
for the critically ill--that is novel coronavirus’ weakness. Just because you don’t understand the 
importance of life doesn’t mean that it’s worse. You’ve brought an unwelcoming increase of in-
fectious cases that are reported in our world and have not been properly introduced to our fam-
ilies, friends, medical doctors, scientists, politicians, nurses and biomedical engineers. Novel 
Coronavirus, if you are not scared, you should be. When you came for me, you forgot. You 
came for everyone. Coronavirus, it’s time for you to get eradicated.” 
 
 
-As a distance runner myself, difficult situations make me stronger and enhance additional re-
silience. It also strengthens problem solving skills 
. This PSA isn’t meant to scare or offend anyone. It’s here to explain how importantly serious 
this is. We’re getting though this together.~~ 

I Am Novel Coronavirus 
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My Time in Respite 
 

By: Amelia Krzton 

 

 Respite care is where you live in another house and someone looks after you and makes sure you have 

everything that you need while earning money. I have already been in respite three times already at two places: 

Swissvale and Monroeville. I stayed in the house in Swissvale on McClure Avenue during the last week of April this 

year and also during the middle of July this year. The other house that I stayed at in Monroeville is on Monroeville 

Boulevard. Last week, I spent a whole week there and it was a lot of fun! I liked my roommate, Zuria, as she would 

sometimes help cook food and listen to fun, upbeat music. We went to the Monroeville Mall once for take-out and 

we also took Zuria to her doctor’s appointment in Murrysville. I liked getting a good view of the city of Monroeville 

from the apartments. Another errand that we ran was attempting to get Zuria’s laptop in Homewood, but every-

thing was delayed a week due to the coronavirus. The first day, we went to the Penn Hills Shopping Center to shop 

for some new sheets, pillowcases, and quilts for my bed. While we didn’t go out in the community every day, it was 

still fun to cook our own meals and sometimes watch TV together. One thing I didn’t know was that the house had a 

swimming pool. Even though this isn’t real, I liked the house in Monroeville because it was close to the Pittsburgh’s 

Perfect Parties Office right next to Spectrodolce and the Holiday Inn Express and Suites. It also felt luxurious, like I 

was heading on vacation to the beach. I can’t wait to go back there sometime in the future! But if I can’t go back 

there, I can always go back to the house in Swissvale. After all, respite gives a person a good break from his or her 

family while still doing normal, everyday activities.  

How Not to Regress During COVID-19 
 

By: Nathaniel Geyer 

 

 

Ever since the COVID-19 pandemic started I have been the most productive. During this time, I have two pub-

lished manuscripts, two under review, a Masters of Geographical Information Systems degree, a programming cer-

tificate, and a better relationship with my family. In the past decade, I have been doing online education, so I 

learned how to maximize my time. I have a stable routine, which includes adapting time management skills to my 

current situation. I tend to start with the low laying items first that are easy to accomplish and then start the other 

items after they get completed unless there is a strict deadline. I am a reverse procrastinator who does not like to 

put things off. I tend to find that if you put things off, they never get completed or have a poor quality. I strive to do 

my very best with each task and learn best through trial and error and am not afraid to fail. I also aim to make as 

much time to assist my family as possible and do most of my work during quiet time. 

Sadly, many people with autism lack time management and are procrastinators due to the lack of routine; they lack 

the preparation needed to not regress. I learned that when you regress, it leads to low productivity and unstable 
quality of life. These people tend to have a hard time bettering their lives. Therefore, I do whatever I can to get 

them off my back by following though their requests, rather than rebelling. Consequently, my relationship with my 
supporters are stronger than previous years. Although, I like to do my own thing as much as possible, another key 
skill is to adapt and use the situation to better myself and others. I also hope to not be a statistic and regress, so I 

have been adherent with my pills and still have a normal life, with a strong bond with family and friends. I also 
stress the importance of long-term and short-term goals that are flexible but are able to be accomplish in a timely 

manner. I know many autistics who have no goals and tend to regress during unstable times. I consistently remind 
myself not to put things off and have a positive attitude to live especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. It is up 

to parents and guardians to teach their autistic child these skills of trial and error, time management, and setting 
goals rather than constantly criticizing their deficiency. I would rather be positive than negative and do not like to 
be criticize and regress, but a positive attitude can give the person a better perspective.~~ 
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By: Joseph Cepek 

 
I am pretending to interview my dog friend named April as if she were a human being. She was 

adopted by my mom at the Humane Society of Southwestern Pennsylvania in 2013. I have nev-
er done such a creative writing project as this particular one since I began submitting creative 

ideas to the Pittverse Magazine starting in 2014. I hope readers will enjoy the finished product 
printed here. 

 
Part One 

 

Joseph: April, do you feel comfortable with me asking you a few questions? 
 
April: Yes, go right ahead! 

 
J (Joseph): Do you remember where and when you were born? 

 
A (April): I really cannot say, because of my inability to see out of my eyes for roughly two weeks after I was born. 

 
J: Do you remember your dog parents (mother dam and father sire)? 
 

A: Not really, because my personal memory cannot go back that very far in the past. However, I was told by one of the dog 
kennel workers that I was born sometime in 2009. Plus, one of the animal control officers who rescued me in the early 

spring of 2013 told me I was running around as a stray dog somewhere in Washington County, PA. Therefore, I am guess-
ing that I was born somewhere in this Pennsylvania county. 

 
J: So then, you cannot remember if you had any sibling puppy littermates? 

 
A: Sadly, no. 
 

J: Do you remember why you became a stray dog? 
 

A: I would rather not talk about it at all. Plus, like I said beforehand, I cannot recall a specific reason why I found myself as 
a stray doggy. 

 
J: Do you remember your first owner(s)? 
 

A: No. I am unable to remember that particularly far back in time. 
 

J: Did you ever have a litter of puppies earlier in your doggie life? 
 

A: Please, Joseph, I care not to discuss whether or not I had a doggy romance life when I was a young adult dog. I am not 
one to personally reveal the secrets of suspected doggie love relationships, which may or may not have existed in my per-

sonal tail-wagging past. 
 
J: Apparently, someone taught you how to have control over your jaws as a puppy (through bite inhibition training). Am I 

correct? 
 

A: Yes, but I cannot recall who this special person was, unfortunately. 
 

J: Do you generally like having dog clothes put on you? 
 
A: Not really. I feel physically uncomfortable with these human-made clothing articles on my furry body. Yet, I will toler-

ate a wraparound dog coat in the winter months and my walking harness year-round. 
 

J: Do you dream when you are asleep? 
 

Canine Interview 
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A: Oh, yes, indeed! Though I am a secretive furry girl, so I cannot vividly speak about my numerous doggie sleep 
fantasies, of which only dogs, that is, both individually and collectively, choose NOT to openly discuss with any 

member of the human race. 
 

J: What is your favorite snacking treat(s)? 
 

A: Anything made with natural peanut butter, beef, chicken, or turkey flavor inside of the individual treats. I really 
do not have a favorite brand of any delicious dog snack piece. 
 

J: What are your favorite people foods? 
 

A: Plain yogurt mixed with a dash of honey, carrots, apples, and chicken meat pieces. These human foods are given 
to me in small amounts for my personal health and overall well-being. These people foods are veterinarian-

approved. 
 

J: Do you enjoy listening to me read out loud? 
 
A: Yes, Joseph, you read good out loud. However, you sometimes overdo it by reading out loud too awfully long 

and then I get bored. 
 

J: Are you interested with burying chew treats into the ground of the backyard of where you have resided with your 
human family members for the past seven years? 

 
A: No, surprisingly, I have never had any interest in engaging in this particular type of typical canine antics. 
 

J: Do you believe that dogs like you have immortal souls and go to Heaven after physical death occurs? 
 

A: ABSOLUTELY, YES! Heaven LITERALLY would NOT be the same without God's innocent animal creations 
(dogs, included) joining in on the glorious festivities FOREVER and EVER! 

 
J: Do you believe dogs and other domestic animal companions actually can be bad? 

 
A: No, not at all. There are only bad people out there in society for years who should NEVER EVER have any be-
loved and sinless animal buddies being around them under the same dwelling roof. 

 
J: Do you believe every unwanted animal friend deserves the correct person to take the proper care of him or her?  

 
A: When it comes to hope and possibility, yes, I adamantly believe every abused and neglected domestic animal 

should be placed into a loving and responsible caretaker's life no matter who he or she is or what his or her past life 
was like. 
 

J: What would you say is the best approach to fight against the ongoing pet overpopulation and awful mass euthana-
sia crises of countless unwanted shelter animals? 

 
A: A new pet parent should have his or her new animal buddy spayed or neutered (fixed) ASAP (as soon as possi-

ble). I was spayed right after I was adopted in 2013. 
 
Good Dog Questions and Answers 

 
Part Two 

 

J: Thank you, April, for answering my personal questions to the very best of your doggie 
ability. 

 
A: Joseph, I am more than pleased to have answered your interesting inquiries, which 

were lovingly and respectfully given to me. 
 
This is a dog-person "co-authored" writing project, which is courtesy of the Pittverse 

Magazine.~~ 
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Save Our US Postal Service 
By Megan Cunningham 

 

Note: This article contains political bias since it pertains to the 2020 election. But given what’s going on with the 

Trump administration sabotaging the mail, I can’t avoid it. Nonetheless, what’s going on with the Postal Service 

shouldn’t be a partisan issue.  

 

 Through rain, snow, sleet, and hail, the United States Postal Service has been an indispensable federal 

government program that no American can live without. Established in 1775 with Benjamin Franklin as the first US 

postmaster general, it’s one of the few government agencies that’s explicitly authorized in the US Constitution. As 

of 2019, the USPS employees 469, 934 career and 136, 174 non-career workers and is legally obligated to serve all 

Americans, especially in remote rural areas where FedEx, UPS, and DHL not venture. As the country’s favorite gov-

ernment institution, it enjoys a 91% favorability rating. 

While the days of writing letters are long gone, Americans still rely on the US Postal Service. Most of us 

receive and pay our bills through the mail. If we order something online, the USPS might deliver our packages. 

Many seniors and veterans order their meds through the mail as well. Seniors also receive their Social Security 

check through the mail as well. Sometimes farmers can receive their chicks through the USPS. During elections, 

some people send their absentee ballots through mail-in voting. And in some states, mail-in voting is how people 

primarily cast their ballots.  

During the Covid 19 outbreak, there has been a ridiculous debate over mail-in voting since 2020 is an 

election year. My parents and I have voted by mail in the Pennsylvania Democratic Primary mainly because our 

polling place is staffed by seniors. Despite that it’s a perfectly safe way to vote since the American Civil War, Don-

ald Trump has decried that postal ballots "substantially fraudulent. Mail boxes will be robbed, ballots will be 

forged & even illegally printed out & fraudulently signed" despite any lack of evidence. Furthermore, as president, 

he and his family have also voted by mail for years. But I also know that Trump really doesn’t want to lose reelec-

tion and would resort to anything to win. And I’ll just leave my politics at that. 

Since this summer, while the pandemic has worsened the Post Office’s lingering financial and personnel 

issues, DeJoy has made changes resulting in widespread mail delays. While we can expect delays due to more peo-

ple sheltering in place amid the Covid 19 outbreak, the USPS has experienced an increase in workload regarding 

package delivery and mail-in voting while at least 1% of its workforce contracted the coronavirus. Given that Covid 

19 has led more to rely on the Postal Service, delays are expected. This is especially if you add in high mail volumes 

with low staff numbers. Not to mention, millions of dollars spent on PPE and retrofitting post offices with plexiglass 

and more space for social distancing. In April, postal workers asked Congress for $75 billion during CARES Act ne-

gotiations. Yet, Trump called the USPS "a joke” and threatened to veto the bill if it included any money for the 

agency, which rarely asks for taxpayer money. But despite Trump’s attempts to avoid giving the USPS any cash, the 

agency eventually made an agreement with Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin for a $10 billion loan with strict 

terms. 

In May 2020, the Postal Service Board of Governors appointed a Trump megadonor named Louis DeJoy as 

Postmaster General. In July, DeJoy outlined measures to cut costs, including overtime. Shifts had to start and end 

on time while extra delivery trips were eliminated. While over 600 sorting machines are being decommissioned, 

making up 10% of the service’s sorting machines. Postal worker unions reported DeJoy’s policies limited mail 

transportation, causing mail left at sorting plants for days longer than normal. While a crackdown on overtime 

hours meant that sorting machines are shut down before the day’s work is done. As a result, mail remains undeliv-

ered across the country. Trump and the Republicans have defended DeJoy’s actions are necessary to address the 

agency’s multi-billion-dollar budget shortfall. However, Congress can easily relieve much of the USPS’ financial 

woes by a 2006 law mandating the Postal Service to pre-fund retiree health benefits and pensions for all employ-

ees 75 years into the future, which has been a primary cause of their financial troubles. Or perhaps ensuring that 
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the Postal Service shouldn’t be run like a business since it’s supposed serve all Americans. 

As a result, post offices have experienced significant backlogs while citizens faced unusual mail delays. 

According to a USA Today article, people across the country have complained not receiving their mail at the ap-

propriate time. A Louisville man recalled not receiving mail for 6 days straight in July. A woman in rural California 

told a Facebook group that she hasn’t received mail in a month. Another woman wrote that her rent was late in 

June because a mail carrier didn’t pick up her mail for four days. A small business owner in Nashville has reported 

packages being delayed days or even weeks. Some never arrive. And as of August 8, a disabled Vietnam veteran 

was still waiting for his medications he ordered from the VA on July 25. While a USA Today reporter in New York 

City didn’t receive absentee primary ballots until two days after the event in June. An American Postal Workers 

Union president in Des Moines named Mike Bates remarked how a supervisor ordered a carrier to stop his route 

at his scheduled shift end despite not yet finishing his deliveries. He also told USA Today that management re-

moved the sorting machines at the Des Moines distribution center, causing a backlog at some post offices since 

August. 

 Recently, the USPS has warned that it can’t guarantee all ballots sent by mail in the 2020 election will 

arrive in time to be counted. As election experts have advocated that ballots be mailed weeks in advance of elec-

tion day.  Due to the spring surge of absentee voting and documented cases of voter suppression in states like 

Wisconsin and Georgia during primary season, Democrats have alleged the Trump administration kneecapping 

the Postal Service to hamper mail-in voting. In Michigan, more than 6,400 voters didn’t have their absentee bal-

lots counted for primary elections because clerks received them after the polls closed on their primary election 

day, August 4. In New Jersey, a postal worker left ballots on a hallway floor in May instead of putting them in 

mailboxes on claims that his access key wasn’t working. In April, the Postal Service identified hundreds of Wiscon-

sin absentee ballots that never made it to voters and couldn’t be counted due to postmark problems.  Further-

more, Trump has admitted opposing much needed funding to the USPS because of mail-in voting. There were 

also sweeping lawsuits, including one alleging Postal Service changes requiring states paying first-class rates if 

they didn’t want voters to put a stamp on their ballots, raising per ballot costs from 20 to 55 cents. Delays in mail-

in voting don’t just muddle election results but can disenfranchise voters and undermine democracy. 

While there’s no proof of a Trump-led conspiracy against the US Postal Service, Trump’s open disdain for 

the agency and DeJoy’s actions have considerably propelled it into an existential crisis. Namely, Trump’s attacks 

on the Postal Service has politicized an institution that really shouldn’t be. While DeJoy’s actions have seriously 

disrupted what Americans greatly depend on in their day-to-day lives. But at the same time, it’s never been more 

essential during the Coronavirus pandemic. Since it’s critical in getting prescriptions to people’s homes and deliv-

ering ballots to state election boards. Even large companies like Amazon can easily give their money to competing 

private parcel companies but would rather spend millions of dollars on a campaign ad to save the USPS. And un-

like many large corporations, most Americans are perfectly fine with giving the US Postal Service a bail out. Per-

haps a crisis like Covid 19 can remind the country how much we take the USPS for granted.  
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Different Kind of Life 
 
By: Ginger Reynolds 
 
I have always been a city woman. So, moving to the country was a huge difference. 
In the past, I was around other houses, buildings, stores, and whatever I needed. 
Now I’m living in the country and not much is around me. I used to have a negative 
outlook on living in the country, but all that has changed. 
Living in the country has made me more grateful for everything I have. I have also 
learned so much. Deep down, I have always desired to live on a farm. Even though I 
don’t live on a farm now, the country life is close to it. There is nature in every direc-
tion such as: hawks, cows, rabbits, butterflies, grass, trees, and even a few people. 
I took a few pictures of things I’ve seen out here, in the country and I would like to 
share them with you. This first one is a rabbit. There’s a lot of rabbits in the country 
and boy, do they jump high!~~ 

By: Daniel Ashkin 
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                       Hail to Pitt Therapy Dogs 

 

By: Maggie Jones 

 

Every Tuesday at 7pm at the university of Pittsburgh’s cathedral of learning in Pitt’s campus in 

Oakland during semester’s, there are   special kinds of four legged friends called therapy dogs. 

 

We know when we get tired of stressing out studying finals, tests, and homework that needs to 

be done for the next day.  And that is when therapy dogs come in at the cathedral of learning 

every Tuesday from 7pm to 8pm weekly during semesters. There are a lot of dogs to pet when 

you need a break from homework or finals studying. The next one isn't for a while due to 

COVID-19. 

 

There is an hour of cuddling and petting therapy dogs that are so cute. It really helps you calm 

down and think happy thoughts instead of working most of the day on homework.These dogs 

were trained to help in troubling situations, or a bad day working. The most important thing 

about this cool thing, it reassures you every thing’s going to be okay. Even in hard times.   

 

People with depression and anxiety disorders, stress, PTSD disorders ,a life event that was bad 

that you constantly think about, and autism, the therapy dogs are there for you to comfort you 

in times of need. If you are home with a pet dog, or maybe a cat, make sure to give them atten-

tion because they need the love and attention too.  

 

And when they open up again make sure you stop in the cathedral of learning on Pitt's campus 

on Tuesdays 7pm til 8pm during semester time. You don't have to be a Pitt student to come. 

The Facebook website type in therapy dogs on Tuesdays at Pitt and you will find out all the 

dates information and cute pictures of therapy dogs and their owners. 

 

Hail to Pitt therapy dogs! They are our heroes at action as well as in Comforting people in time 

of need. Or just need a furry hug. It’s truly worth coming to. And for the therapy dogs and their 

owners and trainers, keep up the good work that you do, and thank you for helping us see that 

dogs are loving helpful companions that are always faithful to its owner or trainer. God bless 

you and the therapy dogs    

 

And also, my sister Stephanie Jones is my idol. She loves therapy dogs. And that was the idea to 

write a story on therapy dogs at Pitt. She loves all dogs too. The dogs that passed away, Buddy, 

Mitci and Brooke, and the two we have now, Suri and Moose. 

She is a hard worker and this article is dedicated to her. I love her. She has a lot of common 

sense and truly cares about me and our family. She really did put a lot of effort in school all 

those years. And I’m proud of her so much. She has come a long way from the first time I saw 

her for the first time with my mother holding her 26 years ago. God bless us for many years to 

come. God bless my sister, and Hail to Pitt!~~      
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The Life and Times of Bob Barker 
 

By: John Kruise 

 

Robert William Barker was born on December 12th, 1923 in Darrington, Washington. 

Throughout his life, he did everything from radio shows to beauty pageants to game shows, as 

well as serve as a Naval Cadet in WWII. After the war ended, he married his childhood sweet-

heart, Dorothy Jo. 

In late 1956, producer Ralph Edwards heard Bob doing a radio show while driving his 

girls to a skating lesson and asked him if he’d be interested in hosting a show called Truth or 

Consequences. His first show was December 31st, 1956, and he did it for 16 years. The contest-

ants would be asked a ridiculous question and if they didn’t answer before “Beluah Buzzer” 

sounded they would have to pay the consequence. It was a huge hit on radio as well as televi-

sion even before Bob began hosting. The reunions were such a popular feature on Truth that it 

inspired This is Your Life, also produced by Ralph.  

In 1972, Mark Goodson contacted Bob about a network show. He wanted to bring The 

Price is Right back to television after it had been cancelled for eight years. The first host was 

Bill Cullen and consisted of people trying to come as close to the retail price of bargain mer-

chandise without going over. It ran from 1956 to 1965 on NBC and ABC television. Other hosts 

included Dennis James, Tom Kennedy, and Doug Davidson. He told Bob ideas for different 

games to play on the show and after last minute doubts said that he’d host it.  

Sure enough, in September 1972, the show was a huge hit from day one. Never in all the 

years they had been on CBS had they had a problem in ratings. It became known for the famous 

catchphrase “Come on Down!” Announcers over the years included Johnny Olson, Rod Roddy, 

Rich Fields, and now George Gray who actually tried out as announcer ON AIR! The show 

earned a total of eight daytime Emmys. International versions also were produced in countries 

such as England, Australia, Indonesia, Japan, Germany, and Canada (one season lasting from 

1994 to 1995, and one lasting from 2011-2012). Lots of merchandise was made based on the 

success of Price. They filmed a DS spot for Price is Right, rigging the Plinko board with fishing 

wire so the box would go into the ten thousand spot. They were in the middle of a game of 

Plinko with Drew and taping had to be stopped temporarily so they could remove the fishing 

wire from the board. The mistake cost them $30,000.  Stan Blits wrote a book also called Come 

on Down! Behind the Big Doors at The Price is Right. Live stage shows were even done.  Peo-

ple from Marc Breslow, Paul Alter, and Bart Eskander directed the show. It was Bart’s own per-

sonal decision to leave the show in 2009. Random people directed before Adam Sandler (not to 

be confused with the one who played Happy Gilmore) got the job around 2011-2012. He’s been 

the director and recently associate producer and still working since then.   

 Bob actually had women from Samoa lift him up from time to time after winning. He 

said “I could never visit Samoa. My feet would never touch the sand.”  Before she turned letters 

on Wheel of Fortune, Vanna White made it in Bidder’s Row in the early 80’s. She never made it 

on stage and played a game with Bob.  

There was a documentary made in 2017 called Perfect Bid: The Contestant That Knew 

Too Much. It tells about Ted Slauson and how he knew all about the prices of items on Price. In 

2008 Terry Kneese surprised everyone (thanks to Ted giving him advice and actually was edited 

out of certain shots in the episode) by giving the EXACT price of the showcase. He admitted he 

couldn’t hear Ted (or anyone giving advice for that matter) for the game he lost at.  

He said, “Just watch the show and do your homework.” Ted was in the audience because 
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he found out that if it had been ten years since you were last on Price you could become eligible 

again. Bob Barker and Roger Dobkowitz were interviewed for Perfect Bid. Drew said how de-

pressed he was because he found out Terry had the exact price of his showcase. Kathy Greco 

came up to Drew and he asked what was wrong. “He had the exact price of the showcase.” 

“Had that happened before?” he asked her. “No. Not that I know of.” Something like that did 

happen before in 1972 as Drew stated at the end of the show that day, but it was on a Dennis 

James Nighttime episode from that time. “I didn’t think they could air it if there was a scandal.” 

Drew said to Kevin Pollak in an interview on his talk show. Drew said also that he thought they 

were going to shut down the show one day. 

Bob Barker hosted for 35 seasons. When he started becoming more animal rights friend-

ly in the 80s he started to become a vegetarian and cut out meat (through example of his wife 

who also had stopped wearing fur coats) and would start reminding us to “Help control the pet 

population…Have your pet spayed or neutered” at the end of every show. Bob would also re-

sign from both Miss USA and Miss Universe as host because he wouldn’t host if models would 

wear fur over their swimsuits. 

Other shows Bob did in his 50-year career would include The Family Game which was a 

show similar to Newlywed Game but with parents of children trying to match answers to various 

questions. Although Bob liked working with children in his career he said at a taping of Price is 

Right that he wanted to block that show from memory. He even sub hosted another Chuck Bar-

ris show called Dream Girl of 1967. 

Bob did a show produced by Mark Goodson Productions in 1980 which wasn’t a game 

show but a cross between What’s My Line, That’s Incredible!, and Real People called That’s My 

Line. Johnny Olson was the announcer and closed with “This is Johnny Olson! I’m your an-

nouncer! That’s MY line! A Mark Goodson Bill Todman Production.” Bob also did The Bob 

Barker Fun and Games Show at full scale venues in the United States and Canada. He would 

select people from the audience, and they would play games based off of Price is Right and 

Truth or Consequences for big prizes. 

He also had roles in Something So Right, Bonanza, Happy Gilmore, and Spongebob 

Squarepants (as the voice of Bob Barnacles of the Snail Rescue Center in Bikini Bottom)  

He appeared with Adam Sandler (Happy Gilmore) on Night of Too Many Stars where they men-

tioned providing services and schools for autistic people and got into another fight eventually. 

In 1996 he and Adam won the MTV Movie Award for “Best Fight” from Happy Gil-

more. Adam would appear on Bob Barker’s 50th Year on Television special in 2007 and read 

him a poem. He also appeared on other game shows such as Match Game and with his wife on 

Tattletales. 

 He started the DJT foundation in memory of his mother (“Tilly” or Matilda) and his late 

wife. It helps people become aware to spay/neuter their pets in America and the world as well. 

After his retirement in June 2007, he continued to appear in various commercials and shows. He 

even wrote a book of his life story with Digby Diehl called Priceless Memories and appeared on 

Price for his 90th Birthday, April Fool’s Day, and to promote his book. Bob says, to quote his 

book Priceless Memories, “Please don’t picture me in my rocker staring at space doing nothing. 

I will do that if I have time to.” He has been devoting time to DJ&T Foundation accepting 

checks and donations since he retired. He’d do that for most of the day and then go to a Price 

taping. An audio book of Priceless Memories was also produced with Bob Barker reading it. 

Bob Barker has had a diverse career and will be remembered for that even after he’s gone.~~ 
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Someone To Bake For… Single Male Seeking 
Wife 
 
By: Nils Skudra 
 

I’m a person who likes quotes and keeps long lists of them that I might throw into a 
conversation at an appropriate moment.  Sometimes they are antithetical to each other like 
these:  “It is better to be alone than in bad company” (George Washington) and “Better quarrel-
ing than lonely” (Irish proverb).  For purposes of the thesis of this article, I’ll go for argument’s 
sake with the latter.  

I’m allegedly not hard on the eyes (mine are sea blue).  I’m well-educated with one 
Master’s Degree behind me and the other set to be completed this year.  I’m a hard worker, 
write and publish regularly (with a book coming out in several months), have my own money 
and plan on buying a condominium by December.  I’m funny, kind, scrupulously honest, and 
always characterized as courageous and whip-smart.  I’ll give you the shirt off my back if you 
really want it and will surprise you with flowers and chocolates even if you don’t.  People say I 
have my ducks in a row.   But here’s the apparent rub:  I’m autistic which may be substantially 
impairing my efforts to court and take a wife.  For me this is irrelevant: I’m worthy of love and 
need someone to fuss over, love madly, share ruminations, and plot a life with.  In short, I need 
someone to bake for.  I know my way around a kitchen and if you crave a fig and onion galette, 
just say the words.  I can pull off an Indian curry, balsamic-glazed salmon with a demi-glace 
sauce and grilled asparagus or take you to the moon and back with a home-made salsa sauce 
atop scratch-made chicken taquitos. I’m not short of admiration or accolades but I do lack a 
wife which I feel in all candor is a highly desirable thing (excuse that word) to have. 

So, at the moment I’m feeling twinges of despair.  I’m hearing Hank Williams’ “I’m So 
Lonesome I could Cry” playing in the background, the same song that Elvis said was probably 
the saddest one he’d ever heard.  I feel the gravitas of being an adult who is laboring under the 
compulsion that it is high time to find a partner and to thereby constitute a life which hereto-
fore has been lacking one.  This is where the publication of this article comes in: the idea that it 
may pay to advertise. Winston Churchill once said: “If you have an important point to make, 
don’t try to be subtle or clever. Use a pile driver. Hit the point once. Then come back and hit it 
again. Then hit it a third time – a tremendous whack.”  That is what I am metaphorically doing 
here: driving the point home that it is high time to get a wife and all that’s left (this is a BIG 
one!) is how to figure out how. 

My well-meaning but lacking- in-tact cousin in Ft. Lauderdale tells me “you’ll never 
meet someone by sitting in the house and looking at the walls.”    I “get” what she means: it is 
time to strategize.  Assuredly my expensive University of California, Berkeley education 
should have at least prepared me to do that.  Putting pen to paper is the commencement of that 
process.  I’ve done my affirmations:  I am enough.  I deserve the woman of my dreams. So it 
slowly begins:  I jumpstart my life with the formalized expression of this goal. Time is a-
wasting – we are looking at “get up and go,” words of action:  don’t contemplate/perseverate 
– instead:  activate/enervate. We all know that opportunities are everywhere, and I now feel 
obliged to grab each of them.  An invitation to a party may not produce the result of which I 
am desirous:  meeting my intended BUT I might meet someone who could conceivably IN-
TRODUCE me to a prospective mate – perhaps their friend, cousin, fellow employee or room-
mate.  I call this “the door argument” – for every door that closes, another one opens. My Leip-
zig-born grandmother used to say it softly in German and even in the foreign tongue, the nu-
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ances of the saying are not lost on me: “Für jede Tür, die sich schließt, öffnet sich eine andere.” 
And then there is fate.  This morning on the internet I saw someone named “M. How-

son’s” sentiment to “take a chance … change a ‘no’ to a ‘yes’ today.”  My faith, admittedly be-
ing assailable right now, however likes the positivity of that comment. Was he talking some-
how to me?  Is that a long-shot inference I can make? I’m not adverse to having wisdom from 
wherever corner it may come weigh in on my find-a-wife predicament. As the proverbial New 
Age wisdom would have it, one can choose to be happier. For me that includes moving from 
stasis to effectuated outcome. This is a moment of epiphany for me: to volitionally withdraw 
from defeat and reject. 

In short, I’m game to take “long chances,” a term one of my favorite Civil War histori-
ans (Shelby Foote used to talk about Robert E. Lee).  I’m a military historian too and the search 
for my beloved seems to be decidedly one of the biggest engagements I will ever throw myself 
into. A friend tells me that it may be better to start small, keep the bar low so as not to over-
whelm.  What can I offer someone who may not be ready to stand under the chuppah with me 
quite yet?  Here is where the baking angle comes in and why I joined “The Spruce Eats” Bak-
ing Facebook Group this week.  I have decided to not only refine and improve my abilities in 
the kitchen but I will woo someone with baking skills consummately groomed under the aegis 
of the professionals themselves. There are several arguments as to why such a tactic may have 
merit. As Janet Clarkson says in her book “Pie: A Global History,” “We are social animals, and 
we don’t usually find and eat food alone, so we associate it at an emotional level with people, 
events and circumstances.  Eventually a food becomes embedded with meaning, allowing an-
thropologists to ask questions like: ‘So pies mean anything?’”  I think Janet is right. 

I have seen it written in various places that cooking is therapy, a way to combat anxie-
ty and depression.  Food MEANS something contextually – perhaps that is why pecan pie is 
the most requested “last dessert” on death rows. Learning to bake will therefore have a clear 
psychological benefit but the fruits of that labor may operate to bring someone into my ambit 
who may deeply value the baker as well. Wallace Stevens once said in a poem “I go by go-
ing.”  I will take that conceit and make it into something that sounds like “I go by baking”. I 
take the creative energy from a new hobby and transform it into a quest for love, perhaps 
chocolate and pastry emboldened but an effort that has meaning beyond the pure magic of a 
culinary success. 

I come by meanings easily as it were, they are presumptively everywhere.  I see it in 
the flowering of the crepe myrtle tree on my block, lush with purple blossoms. A female jog-
ger in the park, who throws a big “hi” my way although I don’t know her.  The astrology fore-
cast that tells me “it is your time to shine. Put on your running shoes and go.”  Signs from a 
prescient universe?  Indeterminate to be sure but one thing I can do is begin to bake, prodi-
giously, and see if the delicious concoctions I might produce can be the lure to draw the wom-
an of my dreams in. 

Surely there is someone out there to bake for.  One of the characteristics of Asperger’s 
Syndrome is that it imbues its host with a very intense ability to focus and to bring the prod-
ucts of that focus into realization. I feel that being an Aspie may actually aid in helping me to 
actualize a plan whose contours will be developed carefully and predicated upon reason and 
resolve. Somewhere out there in the known universe is a girl who is just waiting to be baked 
for by someone like me. Do you agree?~~ 
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Matryoshka  
 
By: Jake Ziesche 
 
I look in the mirror, and see myself 
 
-Upon Reflection  
 
I 
Before me stands Boris. He’s many things: a doll, a tranquil being, a male Wiccan, gentle as a 
dove and so much more. One must ponder the big questions. What lies beneath that mild-
mannered visage? What information would be revealed if this closed book opened up? What 
other pieces make up the puzzle that is Boris?  
 
II 
Beyond the aura of peace, he is a dedicated actor. He wears masks onstage and off it, too. In the 
theatre he takes on roles of various characters. In public he exudes an air of mystery whilst 
showing he’s one with nature. At home he exhibits a hidden side to his personality. You just 
might be surprised at his accomplishments.  
 
III 
Underneath he is also an artist. He always makes vivacious masterpieces. He dabbles in paint-
ing most of the time. His favorite types are tie-dye and ikebana (i.e. Japanese flower arrange-
ments). No matter what the style, Boris’s works exude passion. That goes for the kind of art 
that can’t be conveyed on canvas, too.  
 
IV 
Believe it or not, Boris also does ballet. He’s a danseur and even a regular Baryshnikov. Ballet 
may seem more of a girl’s cup of tea, but Boris is quite the étoile himself. He follows his heart 
and dances with the grace of a swan. Boris has also started doing other types of dance to ex-
pand his repertoire. Boris is as colorful as his dedication to the arts.    
 
V 
In addition, he is a practitioner of yoga. It helps Boris find himself and plays a part in his serene 
appearance. In a world where people don’t know the real him, yoga helps Boris keep his cool 
when others might ruffle his feathers. The ancient exercise keeps his composure in check. The 
young man can also take whatever comes his way. Boris always faces challenges with aplomb.    
 
VI 
At the heart we see his inner child that’s innocent as a lamb. As time passes, it shall live on 
within him at all times. He’s prone to nostalgia, a time when people wouldn’t judge him based 
on who he is on the outside but, it gives him hope for a bright future. Boris shall think of happy 
thoughts and see the good in those around him. Boris may be young at heart, but he’ll always 
have gallantry to face life’s challenges. He may always be an enigma, but Boris will be special 
no matter what.~~  
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Going to the Opera:  
A Chapter in Creed 

 
By: Dmitry Harmon 
 

 T he special night had finally 
come. Frederick was very excit-

ed and was feeling quite anxious. Lilith had 
been very generous for the night's occasion. 
Tonight was a night at the opera and she had 
ordered Frederick a suit and had him attend 
an appointment with a well-renown barber. 
At the barber Frederick liked his hair the 
way it was and just wanted it cleaned up. He 
was instead given a clean shave, even though 
it was not entirely necessary. Now he was 
waiting for the carriage with Lilith to arrive 
at his residence. He had on a black suit with 
a white button-down shirt, white vest and a 
black bowtie. The suit also came with a ra-

ther tall hat that Frederick was not used to wearing; in fact, Frederick rarely wore hats outside of the win-
ter season.  
 He looked at himself in the mirror and thought that he looked rather silly in the outfit. He was 
not used to wearing such soft (and formal) clothes. He noticed his tie was crooked and was, perhaps, not 
tied correctly, but he was unsure as to how to bring that up to Lilith when she arrived. .However, the suit 
was important enough to Lilith that she ordered it for him and he was intelligent enough to know that 
when someone spends money on something like a suit you probably would want to wear it as a courtesy. 
It was a chilly fall night and Frederick was starting to get cold and a little worried. Lilith mentioned that 
she would arrive with the carriage at six-thirty and It was now six thirty-five. What if something had hap-
pened to the carriage? What if Lilith forgot? The negative thoughts whirled around his head until he was 
distracted by an elegant carriage drawn by two horses that turned the corner and stopped right in front of 
him. All of the negative thoughts immediately vanished and he suddenly felt very nervous. The coach-
man came down and opened the door for him. Lilith had gone all out in Frederick’s opinion. The car-
riage was in pristine condition, black on the outside but a very nice white interior. However, Frederick 
was a bit too distracted by Lilith to really look over the level of luxury the carriage had to offer.  
 She was wearing a gown that was black and matched his suit. She had on earrings that were sil-
ver with ruby gems that were set in, allowing the silver to hug it ever so slightly. She had her hair styled 
in a bun. Her face was made up with a powder that made it look a little brighter and her eyes were evenly 
done with black eyeliner but what pulled it all together was the blood-red lipstick that she was wearing. 
She also was wearing a white pearl necklace and had on a silver ring with a sapphire gem embedded in 
it. 
 “Good evening, Frederick.” Frederick’s nerves were kicking in and he didn’t process that she 
had spoken to him. 
 “Huh! What?” 
 “I said, ‘good evening’ to you,” responded Lilith with a smile.  
 “Oh yes. How do you do, I mean…good evening to you, as well.” God, he felt stupid. How 
could he have not been paying attention. 
 “Well, shall we get going, then?” asked Lilith. Frederick realized he was still standing in front of 
the carriage and got in. He quickly patted the inside pocket of the jacket to secretly make sure he still had 
the tickets, got into the carriage and they were on their way. 
 The ride took about twenty minutes. When they got to the theater Frederick made the first move.  
 “Allow me.” He got out of the carriage, opened the door and extended his hand to help Lilith out 
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of the carriage. He believed he had to offer the gentleman's approach to making sure this night was a 
pleasant one for Lilith. As they walked into the theater, Frederick was in awe because of its elegance. 
High ceilings in the lobby that must have been forty feet high. Massive chandeliers that illuminated the 
room with light. Red carpet placed strategically on the marble floor. Before he had time to process the 
rest of the interior such as furniture and wall patterns, Lilith spoke to him. 
 “Shall we go get a drink and something to eat and mingle with people?” 
 “Yes of course, I would like that very much.” Frederick now realized why Lilith wanted to 
come earlier than the showtime. Everyone was talking to each other, smoking and having brandies and 
h’orderves before the show. Frederick let Lilith guide him with her hand on his arm.  
He was not used to this style of living and continued to let her guide him. She ordered him a drink for 
herself and him. Since he did not know much about mixed drinks other than ale and wine, he told her 
what flavors he liked. She told the bartender what to make for him, as for her she ordered…a glass of 
red wine. They surveyed the crowd and once again Fredrick realized the need for the suit. Every gentle-
man was wearing a suite and every lady was wearing an elegant gown. He realized this was how you 
dress for these occasions and that he would have looked very much out of place if he had worn his own 
clothes. At this point people were starting to notice Lilith. They quickly came up to her and greeted her 
with pleasant exchanges and she was trying her hardest to make an effort to include Frederick.  
Through the course of the greetings a man came up to them.  

“Lilith, how do you do?” This man was an average looking man with blond hair and looked to 
be in his late twenties to early thirties.  

“George, how are you? I do hope you and your family are doing well?” 
“Oh yes yes. They are, though I must say they do not seem to be doing as well as you. You look 

absolutely radiant tonight. The opulence you hold is one that should be an example of. I must say the 
years are still young in you. You and I should convene for lunch sometime.” 

“Why thank you, George, you are looking as dashing as ever,” she replied with a smile on her 
face. George was the son of a very important business partner of her father’s. Frederick, on the other 
hand, was looking at this guy with interest.  

“It saddens me to hear of Mr. Haversham. But of course, he was not in good health. I trust you 
will stay in good health?” 

“I always try, George. I would like to introduce you to Frederick.” Frederick shook the man's 
hand. 

“How do you do, Frederick? Are you here with Lilith tonight?” 
“I am.” 
“Interesting, Lilith is one of the smartest ladies I know and she has a unique personality about 

her that any man can fall for. I must say I grow weary of my parents' wishes to marry the Fowlers’ 
daughter. If only I can make a change. I will speak to father about it.” He continued in this rant for a 
while with bits of compliments to Lilith. At times the compliments didn't seem to make sense. Things 
like “The moon doesn’t even have your light.” or “Only you could calm a rapid by the river.”  

Finally, the bell rang, which meant the show was about to start and everyone needed to take 
their seats.  

“That man was an interesting man. He seemed really interested in you?” 
“That would be a fair assumption. I, however, do not share the same feelings for him as he does 

for me.” 
“Oh? What interest does he have in you?”  
“He is in love with me.”  
“Ooooh!” Exclaimed Frederick.  
“Yes, however, I do not share the same feelings with him.” 
“Oh, I suppose that makes sense. Well I am thankful you agreed to come out with me to the 

opera. I have never done something like this. I did enjoy lunch with you the other week.”  
“As did I, I am glad you asked me to the opera. This is my favorite opera.” With that they found 

their seats and waited for the show to start.~   
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HO/OO American/British Layout Build 

(Part One) 
 

By: Max Chaney 

 

Hello once again viewers, I hope you are all doing well during this time and staying safe! I have 

indeed been working on a HO layout recently and I plan to finish it up soon!  This will be Part 1 

to see part two please turn to page 45 

 

Firstly: (Disclaimer) I am not responsible for any damage done to yourself, I am not responsi-

ble for any damage done to your models or layout, adult supervision may be required to 

build this, Hot, sharp and dangerous tools may be used (depending on how you build it) 

please take your time to build this—patience is key! 

 

 Step 1) The Plywood We used was cut to 53 ¼ “by 34 ¼” the original size of the layout was 

smaller then a 4x8 however larger than a 3x6 (Important!!! Make sure you make some spacer 

for the layout so the wires from the controller can be used do this step first before scenery!!! 

Same goes for seating the layout on a folding table which will eventually be explained in the 

photos) 

 

 Step 2) we cut the grass mat down to size, I accidently cut down the mat in several (not so 

little) Pieces that was indeed useful in the end! We glued them down with spackle which the 

latter came first after we cut the plywood 

 

Step 3) we added the roads, which were built with a spackling knife then the fields which were 

indeed done with clump foliage, by Woodland Scenics. 

We laid the track in a rough position, so we could determine where the final position would be 

glued down, the track is Nickel Silver. I chose Nickle Silver because the track is noncorrosive 

and will last longer. 

 

The controller I chose is by TN Nomura and is 6 

volts DC, the controller itself will be hooked up to 

a whistling train station; I will be making my own 

custom whistling activation track piece built from 

N scale track, and hooking it up! Plus adding bal-

last, fencing around the layout, sheep and a ERTL 

Trevor the Traction engine to the farm, plus 

Bertie Bus to the Roads along with Bulgy  picking 

up passengers from the Station…but you will have 

to wait until part two for that!~~ 
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