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By: Amelia Krzton
This has been a rather interesting spring semester Jwith Evc
have been working on a form of acting called | mproy during
exercises we performed were viepygdmes &mlme Vor ynear é atni, ve . heTm
clude t Mimeg sCrld Ay Edaqliithse @BaonoekEOnGea meeek, we had to njlake obj e
bodi es and act as them I acted as a city bus. That] same da
ame mebody coul e il nedg Ws. | odicd a very good ol &t |[TEchiglol
the next day when | was waiting for the bus to world in Harn
show at the Arcade Comedy Theater on Liberty Avenug in Down
about going to war and in the coffee shop Upi gamagt awee k,
then we made up someilreeaaw Pea meahn hiY 8 a kedGasne , and t he 5t oryt el |
Game These were all very creatived ewarti sesste phft owe Inea
next week with | mprov! We have to meet on Thursdayg, howeve
on Mondays I know that this has nothing to do with | mprov,
wat clBitm@angeranfhivimkdsunt eeri ng at Creative Citizens Spudio, s
di scussion groups. Overall, | mprov has been a nice Jchange o
nave hae iH Tthe pPaASE. ==
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The Bell e Si

By: Jordan Watson

Pt .

I't's |i ke someone turned of can't s
do smell something.

Somet hing's burnin'. It t a ti me,
it It's foggy, but it's comin each
l ooks |Ii ke it's on fire The f so hyp
being drawn towards it I just Every
don't feel any hotter, but. . .1/ s omet
fl ames. It's real hard to hear sound
soon as | 'm at my closest to t ng get
keep staring for a good, | ong |

A hand sl aps and breaks the jrabbi n'
pul lin' me i n! I't sounds 1|i ke.

I wake up in my bed, gaspin_= dr eam
morning. | 'm in my room, near my bed full of dinosaur
should probably tell you who | am. My name' s Jer emy. |
The dinosaur theme in my room should tell you the rea:
surprising me

fiHey | ittle man, you ready for breakfast? | got yo
browns you | i ke! C'Omon down and eat 'em up!

He' s real happy today. I al ways | ove my Dad's cook

irthere he is! Yow happy about today?

I start eating my smiley eggs, taking a minute to
fiveah! You got that promotd on you wanted for wor k
fiHeheh, wel/, not quibte yet, it's something better

He goes over to make make his coffee, and turns on

ivyou get to have th&® house to yourself today!

fiwait, really? I can stay up as |l ong as | want ?!
games ?!

He chuckles before telling me about it.

fiNot past 11PM though. I know it's the weekend, bu
Mo n déa y

fiDangit. Alriiight Dad, 0l promise | won't be up pa

iGood man. Now, the real reason | 'm giving you thi
tonibght .

|l suddenly go silent. The door bell ri ngs.

fMAh, that mustd be her right now.

He goes over to the front door, and I hear another
tioned. They get all cutesy with one another, talkin'
or somethin' Ma n , iIt'"s gross!

He brings her over to the |iving room, as she's al

iLi ttl e mang this is Lilian

fiHey t here, handsome! Your daddy told me you want e
l'y awesome! What'so your favorite dinosaur ?

I nervously wave in her direction, | ooking down on
my Dad feel better

il I i ke thée Triceratops.

iOh wow! That's nice! | hope you can grow up to be
anythimg in |ife!

Dad t hen fitteh i anerse iwmi. | | ! He' ® the smartest son | kno

He comes over to kneel in front of me, whispering

fiHey | ittl e man. I do appreciate you trying to hel
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Bones Brigade

By: Mark D. Lizotte

A group of skateboarder s, known as the 0Bc
the 1980s. The group was led by a teenager named Tony Hawk. It also featured four other
skaters named Steve Caballero, Mike Mc Gill, Lance Mountain, and Tommy Guerrero. To-
get her, they were five of the decadeds top he
0Rad Pack. o

A half pipe is a large wooden ramp used for vertical skateboarding. In 1984, Mike Mc
Gi || was the first skater to I and a compl ex
Twist. o6 1t is a fr ddeagreefrdtatign. Oolpasmall nuenter of profds- a 5 4
sionals could even complete the trick. It was used as a secret weapon at competitions during
that era of skateboarding.

The Bones Brigade dominated skateboarding competitions during the 1980s. The big-
gest rivalry of that time was between Tony Hawk and another skater named Christian Hosoi.

The rivalry hit its peak in September of 1987, at the Vision Pro Skate Championship.

In the head to head competition, Tony and Christian were the final two skaters left
after several elimination rounds. At the end of the competition, Christian had a total of 456
points, and Tony had a total of 455 points. T

The Bones Brigade appeared in several movies in the 1980s, intheli@garch for Ani-
mal Chiand Police Academy FbuPolice Academy Faurl8 year old Tony Hawk is David
Spadeds stunt double in the skateboarding sce

After the 1980s, street skating became more popular, and vertical skateboarding de-
clined. However, | still have that 1987 vertical contest between Tony Hawk and Christian Ho-
soi on a VHS tape. It is still my favorite competition.

My brother, Scott, and | received Vision Skateboards for Christmas in 1986. | was 10
years old at the time (pictured left), and my brother was almost 12 years old (pictured right ).~~
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By: Zach Grabowski

| had the pleasure of = lagnone
who has a YouTube chan [ games
Matt started his chann “‘2006.
l ooking for a way to uf =ind a b
of his from high schoof " lcrleall
own channel and that w ed. Wh
he made his first vide ir was no
very popular, so he po video
Googl e. When he first g o ) - eos it
hobby before it became a career. His original p
He has had his YouTube channel for 14 years. He
YouTube, about 200, 000 f ol3l100wWelr0s foon | FPaveea bso okn, |a
Twitter! Il nteraction with your audience iIis key
When | asked Matt how he got started in the arc
an obsession for "claw machines." He would al wa
where there was an arcade, whether it was at th
Matt's main source of i ncome. He also upl oads
Matt made YouTube a career by first applying fo
becamei mel With YouTube. He started by wuploadin
it i ps and tricks on haoaw dteoo ,wihne arte ctehiev ecd apwo smatcihvi
ed to include tips and tricks on how to win at
Matt worked a variety of jobs before joining Yo
at the CVS Pharmacy in Ambridge, PA. He was ter
though - he didn't |i ke his job there, it helped
Looking back, he was grateful for the job becau
Matt held a computer job when he attended Commu
the Al di's Grocery Store in Beaver County. He e
either because it involved a | ot of hustle and
which got him interested in being an entreprene
The best job of all, Matt statilets',s ia ohalkli eagg e 0
not for everyboddgi s diopl ihmed. t Dhdree serld days whe
anything, but vyemakiawge & rmd kedkipt igrog ngi deos. " He
he earns and knowing that he did it himself 1is
Matt enjoys a variety of other activities. He |
joys competing with ot RKeircsk boanc kg rBii unpb lagli abm eCranf ieegy h tl |

MYy



asked Matt what his family thought of his car
d supportive. His mom was nervous that he wol
is dream, but she has been pleasantly surpri s

Matt sees himself fmakiogg Yas Tpbedd edtedsepd wa't Ahc
are appealing to everybody." He has a ver
to retirement age. Matt's bdafsinddyomet hihmg Yyhe@u'c
d make videos of it.
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channel hi
O hi mself

ploads, edits, and manage
e video, but he wil e
i's viewers coming b y engaging
For exampl e, i f" " h'e is playi g a game Wwi
rite minion" or comment on your f &
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me small-mameée chanwdcba&i, nsuamd ashicuss$
g arcade games, he donates some of
ur gh. He also sells some of his pr
s selling the winnings go toward n
fferent arcades and wil/l do "givee

e to win when playing games
Mt.s ,are really cool. The fc
er al big prizes: an i Pad, a Ni
games. He does "giveaways" on his channel with
board and cannot wait to ride it in the spring.

Matt has gone to other states to check out diff

Great Wolf Lodge, which is an indoor water par k
visited an arcade in Orlando FIl ori das iwhitchhe wa s
wor | d!

I had asked Matt i f he had a vision to play at
he would | ove to-tdmet caimerfh perbBad aofurhvel wi
t hat he wor ktsi mmei tjho bhsa vaen df ualrle not able to trave
My interview with Matt was inspirational. This

dream job. ~~
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The Revelation

By; Delaine Swearman

The revelation occurred when | was 30 years old. Before that, | was an ugly duckling, never

qguite fitting in, never good enough, struggling to Kkee
receiving an autism diagnosis, | suddenly saw myself in a whole new way. | was suddenly, not

a failed duckling, but a swan seeing my reflection in the water for the first time. Dr. Robin San-

thouse, my psychologist, first suggested the possibility of autism or Aspergers as a cause for

my distress and asked what | knew about it. oONot much,
a little boy sitting and rocking in a corner. But then | started researching online. And research
is a strong suite of mine. At first, the symptoms only sort -of fit, but then | stumbled upon a

website specifically geared towards Aspergers traits in women: Help4aspergers.com It sudden-
ly all clicked.

Sitting on my bed in front of my computer screen, | had the REVELATION. This sudden
knowledge would alter the way | looked at everything in my life... forever. It would cause me to

review my past and see my ofailuresé through a diffei
t house, that vyes, I agreed, | did have Aspergers. A fe
tired from use, and now | just say, Il 6dm autistic.

With the revelation of auti sm, I gained a new identity

just an ugly duckling. I realized that | am swan, and there are other swans just like me. Being
different is now okay. | might have an unusual way of thinking and experiencing the world, but
it makes perfect sense to me, and other autistic people understand it, too!

When one first |l earns they are autistic as an adul t,
cept and then share with the world. There is a process of acceptance. It was a journey for me.

My journey first explored the academics of autism and | questioned what traits of mine might

be related to autism. My journey reflected on my past and brought up feelings of anger and

frustration over misunderstandings and mistakes that r
knowndé | was autistic. On my journey, I agonized over
er due to concerns about stigma versus potential need for accommodation. | initially joined au-

tistic social groups and only really

felt comfortable disclosing my au-

tism diagnosis to peers. But over

' time my journey has taken me on

to more public roles. | v
to consult on sensory friendly ven-

ues. |l &m now an advocate
and public speaker in the autism

S community.

It has been 10 years since my diag-
nosis. And now | can only dream,
where could my journey take me
next?~~
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By: Amelia Krzton

Sthnee 'Sheace el @e @ eheE el I hWave I nvent @cd &
also on William Penn Highway in Monroeville. It is an apartment building located on the southern
end of William Penn Highway near Northern Pike. The company gives help with all kinds of par-
ties, from childrends parties to teenage part
the top employees of the company. They were assigned to help with the Slumber Party Intern every
VWicReRkSICRnFCESSRNNNC R Mo SRS eRche Nt sh = usmibel i S pratpts yA St hiant s h|
ver Party on January 25, 2020. Hailey Thomson is a 1ear-old girl who attends sixth grade at
Shady Side Academy Middle School. The decor at
names, a collage of their childhood days together, popular music in the background, and the dining
table decorated to |l ook |Iike a O0Obed. 6 Refr es-h
dye cupcakes, and of course, rainbow pancakes for breakfast. Games included Taste the Rainbow
Race, No-Peek Obstacle Course, and Guess Whose Secret. Activities included building a tent to

sl eep in, doing makeovers, and wat c hTheRyincess Diaoied
and The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagem@&ither upcoming slumber parties this spring include

|l sabell a Bl ackdés Spa Night Sleepover on Febr y
28, and Breanna Mazurds Rock Star Sleepover o
with the Moser-Mi f f 1 in girl sé sl umber parties, hosted
is generally the same day as the Focus Suppor
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Life Balance and Autism

By: Nathaniel Geyer

As an adult on the Autism Spectrum, | find it important to have balance in my life. Too often,

autistic people tend to prioritize one task over another. For example, the last two months | ha
been a teacherds assistant for a graduate
wellbeing, driving, social life, and family for this course. Unfortunately, my TA got temporarily

e
cour se

revoked so that the teacher can get control of this class. So | was forced to reevaluate my lifejand

found that my sleep patterns and health suffered. | took charge of my life by taking two sick
days, where one day | met with my counselor, who | have not seen in six months. The next da
| went to the local fitness center, where | have not been for a year. | also look back and see th
during that time during my struggles to find balance, there were about ten warning signs that

were missed to cause me to lose focus. My lesson to readers is to sometimes take a step ba

and reevaluate your lives to make sure that you are achieving all that you want to do. It does fio

good to go to work and not get anything out of it. In the future, | plan to use more personal
health days, which | accumulated over three months to reevaluate my life in order to improve
guality. | strongly recommend that as a reader with autism or related conditions, to take a bre
and stop and think to see if you missed warning signs or stressors that cause you to lose focu
did and my life is evaluated day by day, with reevaluation of both lontgrm and shortterm
goals to improve myself and hopefully humanity as a whole. It is okay to be open and commu
cate my needs to others and make it mutually beneficial for all parties, but first sometimes you
have to step back and reevaluate your life to make sure it is balanced and open to positive
growth.~~
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By Jordan Wat son

Since the rain wasn't | et oon, we
staying in most of the day er whei
what we do, Mary has sad onoaog s
cool! We ended up playing a Countr
after we went through as man s we heé
Di ddy, whil e she was DK. Whi | & MRS
Cor al Capers, something popp felt t
her .

fiHey Mary?

fiwhat' s up, obanana buddy?

ll' ve known you 0since | w

fiwe | | | ''d cextainly hope

fiyou ever think that Dad. o wat cl
after...um...you know

fMAftero what ?

As | get hit by a Croctop e veer to

fMAfter Mom davent away. .. S

She pauses the game, and roll er,
at me in a genuinely concerne

fiwWwhat made this come to mi m

fiDad was al ways pretty seccifg g WS happene
her She went on a trip osomewhere, and never came back

I |l et the music play on the TV, while | ooking down
whol e thing I couldn't say why though.

il just don't get wheteragdnyef Ahke'b goeae, want edi Wwas'
b acd .

I start to feel tears swelling out of my eyesmand

fiMary...you're |ike the big sister | never had. Yol
|l i ke. And you've always | ooked out for dahe senviefnf | verdgn |
fiMom | @avi o

She pulls me in and hugs me tight. She has this ni
Park, and called me this.

fAaaw, my | ittle Grant. You're so right. Your dad \
coul dn't Because you needed someone more than ever, I
wi g .

fiPl ease pl ease promidse me you won't | eave me. .

iSsssh, ss&sh, ssssssh. ..

She starts singingl aFcond ofbReeasoBlge hebdplks siobt h me
feeling down about anything. It's as i f she knows how

fidDooh |, do, believe...In aaall the thiiings you s
foooooretee&nou bdeme come, -tceoemeer ,c ocooonmee, tcoo nmee,, choeoto me c o
Better ruuun, run ruuundZ20 run ruuun, to me, better comé

Like | said. The voice of an angel. The singing of
|l ooked up to her in a comfy daze.

fiwhy don't we go aheadd and get some dinner ready?

I snap back into the real world again, surprised i

fiOh yeah! Dad actually |l eft us som®mé money for pizzz:

fiHow about we have soares osfth enyh acpopoikli yn gi nttoenri rguthptt?s me .

fiOoh! Yeah, that sounds nice! ' ve never had any of

iConsider it a token of our everlasting friendship,
'"n Pod at oes'!

Wo w. I't's been so | ong since | had good home cooki
it was a hot mess.

fiNi iice! Oh! Oh! There's a big monster marathon on
b eda

Mary heads over to the kitchen to nab the supplies
bag to plop down on the counter near the stove, unzi pj

on
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